BRITISH INDIANS IN THE TRANSVAAL                               83
said in these columns that the Bazaar Notice is uncalled for and in con-
travention of the promises made from time to time by Her late Majesty's
ministers, as well as Mr. Chamberlain. But it is not our intention to
raise that question at present; we would merely examine the position
taken up by the British Indian petitioners.
Before we do that, we take this opportunity of congratulating our
countrymen in the Transvaal on the most praiseworthy activity shown
by them, and the methodical manner in which they have placed their
representations before the authorities. Between Tuesday and Friday
of the same week, to send a petition to the Legislative Council, address a
long circular letter to the members, and to convene a successful meeting
which, it would appear, was attended by over five hundred people, is
a very creditable performance worthy of imitation by us in Natal.
To return, the position is briefly this.
The Bazaar Notice does not interfere with the licenses of those British
Indians who can shew that they held licenses to trade outside Bazaars
on the outbreak of hostilities. The Government now proposes to extend
the protection to those also who were trading without any licenses on the
outbreak of hostilities. There remain, then, Indians who, although they
did not trade before war, have been able, on the strength of their being
refugees, to secure licenses from British officers. The British Indians
have, therefore, approached the Legislative Council and say that the
last named class of traders also should be given the same protection.
They argue somewhat this way.
Those from whom you want to withhold the protection form a very
small number not worthy of consideration so far as the European senti-
ment is concerned.. There arc nearly six hundred license[e]s from which
[number] you might be able, by excluding the new traders in the above
sense, to drive, say, one hundred men to Locations. This would make
hardly any difference in the competition. You have often promised to
protect all those license[e]s; Mr. Chamberlain has done so; Lord Milner
has done so. Before war, the British Agents secured the trade of British
Indians by making effective representations to the Republican Govern-
ment. Therefore, although you have got the lion's strength, you should
not use it in order to crush these few men out of existence. We have com-
mitted no crime. You charge us with faults which, if properly examined,
are not faults at all, and even trade jealousy may not be allowed to go so
far as to endanger vested rights.
Argument such as this seems to us to be unanswerable, and if the
facts are as the speakers at the great meeting held in the West End Hall
in Johannesbug stated them, is the attitude taken up by the Government
consistent with the commending by His Excellency of the Members of the
Legislative Council to the guidance of God? Is it consistent with the
fervent prayer that the consultations of the Council should tend to the
advancement of the glory of God? We frankly confess that we fail to
see herein the hand of God, and we certainly do not see that the ruin of